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Combining access to key international
markets, a strong and motivated
workforce and some of the lowest
overall business costs in the United
States, Idaho wants to be your partner
in business. Idaho-based businesses
prosper by taking advantage of our
close proximity to key alternative energy
markets. Through a balanced mix of
personal income, sales, property and
corporate taxes, Idaho makes sure we
provide a stable base to fund public
services without unfairly burdening
any sector. We offer multiple financial
incentive and business tax credit
programs that are designed to enhance
overall productivity and long-term
profits. The Gem State is near the top
in virtually all indicators of business

and economic vitality. Here a just a few
strategic advantages Idaho provides to
help renewable energy manufacturing
companies with their bottom line.

Economic Stability

Starting, expanding or relocating a
business carries a certain amount of
risk and unknown factors. Locating in
Idaho offers stability and one less item
in the risk column on your spreadsheet.
Idaho ended the current fiscal year
with a balanced budget and with its
financial house in order. As our State
Treasurer put it “our...manner of fiscal
government allows our citizens to
benefit, sometimes in unseen ways,
from the stability this style of leadership
provides. We pay our bills, on time and
as promised.” Truly, Idaho has gained

a well-deserved national reputation for
responsible financial management. The

State consistently gets top marks from
nationwide financial rating services, and
our state and local government debt
per capita is the lowest in the nation.
That is a direct result of a safe, sound
and cautious approach to management
that keeps Idaho ahead of the economic
curve. With all of the uncertainty in the
marketplace, you can place your trust
in Idaho.

Incentives

Idaho offers a wide range of lucrative
financial incentives and tax credits. The
Idaho Business Advantage Program
offers companies that invest a minimum
of $500,000 in new facilities and create
at least 10 new jobs an enhanced tax
credit of 62.5% of tax liability in any
one year, a new jobs tax credit of up to
$3,000 per job, a 2.5% real property
improvement tax credit and a 25% sales
tax rebate on construction materials
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for the new facilities. In addition,
respective county commissioners may
also authorize a full or partial property
tax exemption. To obtain a full list of our
financial and tax services, please visit
www.commerce.idaho.gov/business/
incentives.aspx.

Workforce Development

Companies in Idaho are able to tap into a
wealth of educated, high-skilled workers.
Idaho’s colleges and universities actively
work with the private sector to create
programs that will educate the “green
collar” employees the alternative

energy sector demands. In addition, the
Idaho Department of Labor provides
Workforce Development training grants
to offset training costs. The program is
tailored to your specific company needs
and designed to develop skill sets for
your precise requirements. Financial
reimbursements of up to $3,000 per
employee are available to eligible
companies to cover the cost of training

a new employee or retaining one facing
permanent layoff.

Utility Green Construction Grants

Idaho’s utility companies are eager to
work with new and existing companies

to make energy costs less of a headache.

Here is a quick look at what our three
major providers have to offer.

Avista

As one of the greenest utilities with
some of the most competitive rates in
the country, Avista offers a wide range of
energy efficiency incentives to help your
business further reduce operating costs.
Whether you’re planning a large, custom
project or a small, standard project,

they can help. Their staff of professional
engineers and program managers is
available to walk you through every step
of the way. For more information, visit
www.everylittlebit.com.

Rocky Mountain Power

Rocky Mountain Power realizes it costs
a lot to run a business and so they want
to help their customers save on their
energy expenses. They offer numerous
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energy efficiency services for new
construction and retrofit projects to
qualifying commercial, industrial and
irrigation customers. In addition, Rocky
Mountain Power partners with their
business customers in ldaho to help
them save energy and money.

Idaho Power

At Idaho Power, they work hard to bring
you low-cost, reliable energy sources
while balancing present and future
energy needs. By enrolling in one of their
energy efficiency programs or using one
of their many services, you can reduce
energy consumption and save on your
monthly bill.

Idaho Power’s commercial and
industrial customers have the potential
to achieve significant savings through
efficient energy use. Earn incentives

up to $100,000 per site, per year for
qualifying energy-saving improvements
to commercial or industrial buildings.
Eligible projects cover lighting, air
conditioning systems, plug loads
and more.

So how does Idaho measure up
compared to other states? Here are just
a few of our rankings:

#2 Lowest Energy Costs: Small
Business & Entrepreneurship Council

Most Improved State for Employing
Energy Efficiency: American Council
for an Energy Efficient Economy

#2 Patents Per Capita: Forbes.com,
May 2009

“No end in sight for Idaho’s growth:”
USA Today

#3 America’s Best States for
Alternative Energy-Geothermal:
Forbes.com, July 2008

Economy.com ranks Idaho the second
lowest state in the West in overall costs
of doing business.

A major source of Idaho’s electricity is low-cost hydropower. As part of the Bonneville
Power Administration’s northwest power distribution grid, industrial electric rates are
lower than most major cities in the nation and about half that of many western cities.

Idaho: 5.99¢

Annual Industrial Electricity Costs Average Rate (Cents per Kilowatt Hour) Source: Energy Information Administration, May 2009
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